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NKPS5 Fall Short by One in a 44-45 Thriller

NS showed huge determination in a one-goal heartbreaker against Royals 5. After
a slow start and trailing 8-12 at quarter time, the girls settled well in the second,
with strong defensive pressure helping close the gap to 20-22 at halftime. A
brilliant third quarter saw NKP lift their intensity, read the play beautifully and hit
the lead 34-31.

They pushed out to five up in the final term, but a few errors and missed shots
under pressure allowed Royals back in, with the game slipping away 44-45.
Despite the result, the team’s chase-up work, talk and refusal to give up were
standout strengths.

The shooters, Zahra, Nevaha and Alice, handled heavy pressure, while defenders
Ruby, Aida, Isla and Hannah made Royals work hard for every entry. Caitlyn and
Charlotte were tireless through the mid-court, creating options and delivering
smart circle feeds.

A tough loss, but a strong performance with plenty to build on.
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